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     the Sporting 
       Life

The h=ome is a true timber frame structure, but additional posts and 
beams were added for symmetry and aesthetics, not to mention 
extensive stonework inside and out. All stone used in the home, 
except the carport and foyer, is Indian Creek Fieldstone, a textural 
sandstone from Arkansas.

For an active family of athletes,  
this Minnesota timber home is  

an uncontested all-star.
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 A t their core, timber 

frames are forthright 

structures whose asser-

tive posts, beams and 

trusses express simplic-

ity and artisanship imbued with strength 

and longevity. With a long, distinguished 

legacy, they’ve evolved in the modern era as 

masterful shape-shifters, adept at work-

ing across an array of aesthetics, all with 

cavernous interiors that feel surprisingly 

warm and comforting. With three levels 

and roughly 20,000 square feet, a mag-

nificent Douglas fir timber frame home in 

Stillwater, Minnesota, is a showcase of the 

talent and creativity of this craft.  
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That the home is impressive is beyond 

doubt. With its his-and-her entertainment 

lounges, a Goliath great room, private living 

suites, an in-ground indoor spa, a lower- 

level in-law apartment, an outdoor pool and 

pavilion, a wine room, and an eight-bay garage 

with a carport  — the owners want for noth-

ing. The family’s love of sports is evidenced 

above  The star of the show is the great room fireplace featuring 
20 feet of stonework that frames two archways and a 6-by-5-foot 
firebox. The hearthstone alone weighs an impressive 6,000 pounds 
and moving it required a special bridge from the front door. 

opposite  Building a timbered interior “porch” in the entry creates 
a warm, welcoming reception area. The floor and carport are a 
seamless New York bluestone. Function becomes art in the glass 
elevator, which intentionally exposes both the home’s timber-framed 
infrastructure and the elevator’s mechanics. 
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with the golf simulator, fitness center, game 

room and an extensive collection of sports 

memorabilia. But the MVP comes in the form 

of an attached, fully timber-framed gymnasi-

um, made regulation-sized for basketball and 

volleyball for the homeowner’s daughter who 

was an avid high-school volleyball player. 

A COMMANDING LEAD
Complexity is inherent with a home of this 

size and caliber. One challenge is coordinating 

and designing a space that feels comfortable, 

even cozy, for the human scale. The home’s 

successful execution is a testament to strate-

gic design, meticulous attention to internal 

mechanical systems and, above all, a well- 

practiced team to pull it all together. 

“The homeowners and designers wanted 

to capture a ‘mountains meet Napa Valley’ 

feeling,” explains Sean Kane, owner of Kane 

Builders and the project’s general contractor. 

That blend is apparent in the home’s 

rugged-but-modern aesthetic, softened with 

wood and extraordinary stonework. The 

entirety of the home — gym and all — is a 

timber frame constructed with traditional 

mortise-and-tenon joinery representing the 

highest level of craftsmanship and the truest 

representation of the timber art form.  

“There’s a lot of mass to this home,” says 

Blue Ox Timber Frames’ owner and found-

er Ben Miller. “The design team aimed for 

simple elegance, blending contemporary and 

rustic. There are lots of spaces that make it 

feel intimate. That’s very intentional.” 

Resizing the sense of perception to offer 

both grand and cozy gathering spaces, some-

times in the same room, demanded thorough 

attention to every detail — big and small. To 

avoid an overpowering lodge theme, reclaimed 

lumber was intentionally limited to key ac-

cents. Layers of texture and a sense of warmth 

The 12-inch-wide white oak flooring used throughout the 
home is particularly elegant in the kitchen, with its abundant 
natural light. The stove is by Officine Gullo, an Italian hand-
crafted luxury brand. Adjacent to the dining table, a glass 
doorway leads to an enclosed outdoor dining space. 
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were introduced with oversized, rough-sawn 

timbers whose size correlates with the volu-

minous interior. Timber posts and horizontal 

rafter ties delineate spaces for sitting and 

eating. Minimizing knee braces and inserting 

struts into the trusses upholds the perception 

of a clean, uncluttered interior. Four cupo-

las wrapped with windows flood the upper 

interior space with natural light and provide 

pleasing punctuation to the expansive exterior 

roofline that stretches across the 300-foot-long 

footprint. Additional interior layers of light, 

including color-changing LEDs on the trusses, 

define the spaces.

In addition to design strategy, construc-

tion for human comfort in such a plus-sized 

space demanded a sophisticated understand-

ing of how the home would perform from 

an energy-consumption standpoint.  “You’re 

designing an energy system,” Ben explains. 

Fortunately, a timber frame home allows 

the use of 12-inch-thick structural insulated 

panels (SIPs), which result in exceptional  

energy efficiency. Timber framing also creates 

the opportunity for massive walls of windows. 

Triple-paned, 8-inch-thick Loewen windows 

safeguard against air infiltration. Stack these 

high-performance features with the solar array 

hidden on the backside of the gym’s roof and 

27 vertical geothermal wells, and you have a 

home that’s as energy conscious as possible. 

In addition to ensuring comfort, the home 

mechanicals are temperature and humidity 

controlled to protect all the wood and various 

building materials. 

A COMPLETE TEAM EFFORT
The construction process in such a complex 

build meant there were, on average, 20 differ-

ent trades on site at any given time. “It was a 

challenge to keep the project on schedule with 

so much going on,” Sean says.  

The scissor-trussed gym is regulation-sized for volleyball 
and basketball. The timbers are all solid, with the primary 
truss members measuring 14-by-12 inches. “It has to be 
this big with this scale,” designer Kim Green explains. Two 
cupolas rimmed with windows bring in natural light and 
visually tie the home together. 
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details
Square Footage 
20,000
Timber Frame/Design 
BLUE OX TIMBER FRAME
blueoxtimberframes.com

Design Consultant 
WOODLAND HOME DESIGN 
highpointhomes.com/design

Builder 
KANE BUILDERS
kanebuildersmn.com
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counterclockwise from left  The indoor, 
in-ground spa opens to the golf simulator and the 
sports-themed entertainment area. Clocking in 
at roughly 120 square feet, the spa is a mosaic of 
custom-ordered glass tiles.

The bar’s glossy white surfaces, color-changing 
LED lighting and striking shape complement the 
decorative timbers laid out in an elegant radial 
pattern overhead. 

Each bathroom sports a unique aesthetic, with 
varying fixtures and surface materials. Here, a 
commodious soaking tub literally takes center stage. 

The timbered pool pavilion features outdoor 
televisions, a lounge and kitchen. With the touch 
of a button, automatic screens unfurl to protect 
the pavilion — and its users — from insects, which 
can be relentless during Minnesota summers.  

Strategically placed cupolas — two over the gym, 
one over the garage and one over the great room 
entry — bring continuity (and extra natural light) 
to the sprawling 300-foot-long structure.



Artisan Home 2025  |  99

Take for example the cabinetry, which 

required two cabinet installers as the job was 

simply too enormous for one. To support 

alignment amongst all these moving parts, 

Kim Green, executive designer with Wood-

land Home Design, was brought on by Blue 

Ox Timber Frames as a design point person. 

She ensured that all the various components 

— timber frame structure, SIP layout and 

structural design — were coordinated. 

“A project of this magnitude and home 

performance requires high-level teamwork 

between all the crafts,” Kim says. “Everyone, 

including the homeowners, adopted a system-

atic approach to make sure we could accom-

plish that.” 

From design to strategy to execution, 

this home’s high-performance team played a 

perfect game. AH


