
Great  
Escapes
Feeling the call of the wild? Skip the backcountry and 
check in at one of these rustic refuges where Mother 
Nature meets masterful design. At these ten destinations, 
you can get away from everything and still have it all. 

by Karen Marley 
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Devil’s Thumb Ranch 
Tabernash, Colorado 
Experience Colorado’s high country at Devil’s Thumb Ranch, a 6,500-acre expanse of rugged peaks, 
meandering streams and swaths of aspens and pines. Named year after year as the best cross-country 
ski resort in the U.S., Devil’s Thumb Ranch sparkles in winter. But this is a four-season alpine paradise, 
and the extensive roster of activities caters to all tastes and ages. Outdoor adventurer? Cast your pole 
among stunning creeks, or hit the trails on a horse, hike or mountain bike. Thrill seeker? Fly the zip lines. 
Mountain meditator? Soothe your mind at the spa or a yoga class. These adventure-packed agendas 
are fueled by gourmet, farm-to-fork fare. And to top off a long day, guests can indulge in a nightcap of 
fireside s’mores before crashing into plush suites that channel the charm of the West.  
devilsthumbranch.com

Amangiri
Canyon Point, Utah
Few things cleanse the mind and spirit like the desert. Artfully integrated into Utah’s Red Rock region, Amangiri 
immerses you in an ancient desert landscape. Sporting a sleek, simple aesthetic, the resort’s clean lines, refreshing 
pools and neutral palette frame the desert’s organic ruggedness. Find serenity in the spa and pool at the base of 
a mesa, or embark on adventurous excursions and soothing wellness sessions. After nightfall, onyx skies splashed 
by the Milky Way offer unparalleled stargazing. Accommodations take the form of exclusive suites on the main 
property, or guests can venture out to one of its ten tented pavilions, each with a private plunge pool, outdoor 
shower, terrace and fire pit. aman.com 
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Salamander Middleburg
Middleburg, Virginia
Virginia’s horse and wine country, a 
picturesque delight nestled within the 
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
promises a perfect balance of history, 
sport and refinement. Salamander 
Middleburg, situated on 340 acres of 
manicured lawn and woodland trails, is 
the place to explore it all. Here, guests 
can zipline through the treetops, try their 
hand at archery, visit the equestrian center, 
lounge by the indoor and outdoor pools, 
play tennis, sharpen their golf game on 
the putting green or learn about Virginia’s 
historic viticulture at one of the many local 
wineries. Having earned Forbes Five-Star 
recognition for its hotel, restaurant and 
spa, Salamander Middleburg is a trifecta 
of gracious hospitality and elegance. 
salamanderresort.com
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Idaho Club
Sandpoint, Idaho
The Idaho Club distills the best parts of life in the Northwest into a private community in Idaho’s panhandle. 
Planned to accommodate 345 luxury residences, the resort community fuses innovative, mountain-modern  
architecture with the simple beauty of Mother Nature. Perched above Lake Pend Orielle, The Idaho Club offers 
easy access to a variety of watersports, as well as skiing, biking, hiking and fishing, all of which beckon guests to 
push further into the landscape that defines one of the West’s most beloved regions. A Jack Nicklaus-designed 
golf course and a strong sense of community in a remote region cap the list of amenities you’ll be hard-pressed 
to find in many other mountain settings. theidahoclub.com
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The Lodge at Torrey Pines 
La Jolla, California 
An immaculate, world-renowned golf course set 
against the Pacific’s endless horizon and soothing 
waves … It’s a vision of emerald greens and sapphire 
blues, but the true gem is the lodge itself. This Arts 
and Crafts timber frame is right at home on California’s 
southernmost coast, where ferns and pines flourish 
in the temperate climate and bring a cultivated 
lushness to the property. This AAA Five-Diamond 
resort features luxurious rooms and suites along 
with exquisite dining. In addition to the 36-hole 
Torrey Pines Golf Course (the site of two U.S. Open 
tournaments), the Lodge is within walking distance to 
the Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve where 1,500 
acres of coastal terrain transport visitors back to how 
San Diego looked and felt before it was developed. 
lodgetorreypines.com
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Three Forks Ranch
Savery, Wyoming
With a history as rich as its environs, Three Forks Ranch 
offers an elegantly elevated approach to the iconic rugged 
mountain lifestyle. Straddling the Wyoming-Colorado 
border, Three Forks specializes in the most precious of 
resources: privacy and decadent comfort. Inside the 
property’s 437 square miles there’s much to enjoy — 
pristine fly-fishing along the Little Snake River, a private 
downhill ski resort with untouched corduroy, a “city slicker” 
cattle drive, lavish spa services, world-class dining and 
intimate concerts with country’s hottest stars. A mere 15 
rooms constitute the lodge, a handsome timber frame 
built in the mountain tradition with stone pillars, covered 
decks and upscale Western artwork. Here, discerning 
guests can choose from accommodations in the private 
lodge or opt for one of the 12 elegant “tree houses.” 
threeforksranch.com
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Blackberry Farm 
Walland, Tennessee
Slip into a modern farmhouse fairy tale at 
Blackberry Farm, a Relais & Châteaux resort in 
the foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains. Fine 
art and classical antiques mingle with reclaimed 
materials and rugged stone fireplaces in the 
rarefied accommodations, from the standalone 
homes, like the farmhouse or cottage, to the 
historic rooms in the main house. While the 
period decor and plush, custom mattresses make 
the country charm of the rooms undeniably 
inviting, the real star is the cuisine, which makes 
the destination downright irresistible. The three 
award-winning restaurants on property borrow 
ideas from both fine dining and the region’s 
rich food history to create an ever-changing 
epicurean experience using ingredients that are 
in-season and local — often from its own garden.  
blackberryfarm.com

Ph
ot

os
 co

ur
te

sy
 o

f B
la

ck
be

rr
y 

Fa
rm



Artisan Home 2025  |  61

Bishop’s Lodge
Santa Fe, New Mexico
At Bishop’s Lodge, it’s easy to see why New Mexico got the moniker “Land of Enchantment.” Surrounded by terrain beloved 
by artists and explorers alike, the landmark hotel is strategically sited where jagged peaks of the Rocky Mountains bow to 
the terra-cotta foothills of the American Southwest. Lovingly restored to honor its 150-year-old heritage, the property is a 
showcase of Southwestern spirit, merging art, history, scenery and wellness. With 317 private acres bordering the Santa Fe 
National Forest, guests can trek through glowing aspens and explore streams teeming with trout. Other activities include 
diving into Puebloan culture and retracing the steps of artist Georgia O’Keeffe. Built with live-edge timbers and beams, 
stucco and rock, Bishop’s Lodge has created an undeniable sense of place. aubergeresorts.com
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Mirror Lake Inn
Lake Placid, New York
Equal parts elegant and rustic, Mirror Lake Inn is an Adirondack gem. Built in 1924 in the classic Adirondack Great Camp 
style on the shore of Mirror Lake, the resort and spa immerses you in nature just a block from the charming downtown 
Lake Placid. Summer is famous for its offerings of mountain fun, while autumn arrives with fire-colored foliage and spiced 
mountain air. And, as the home of two Winter Olympics, the Olympic Training Center and Olympic venues, Lake Placid is 
a mecca for elite athletes and outdoor enthusiasts. Guests can ice-skate on the lake, ski, dogsled, snow tube and zip down 
Mirror Lake’s famous ice slides. It’s a fitting agenda given Mirror Lake Inn’s sporting history. When it’s time to unwind, 
relax by a stone fireplace or listen to the loons from authentic Adirondack chairs. mirrorlakeinn.com
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Hôtel Quintessence
Mont-Tremblant, Quebec
Deep in the North Country you’ll find this picturesque 
European mountain chateau, complete with Tudor timbers 
and turrets as well as private balconies for each of its 30 
ultra-luxe suites. (Delightful cottages are also available.) Set 
on a mountainside shorefront estate of Lake Tremblant, 
Hôtel Quintessence is an enchanted destination, where 
guests can ski, ride horseback, golf (choose from five 
courses), hike, visit an authentic sugar shack and/or stroll 
the Tremblant pedestrian resort. Inside, it’s easy to spend 
the day enjoying the luxury services and amenities. 
Restaurant La Quintessence is the ultimate in haute cuisine 
and Spa Sans Sabots pampers the mind and body. The 
outdoor infinity pool, adjacent to the Jacuzzi, is warmed 
to a comfortable 77º F during summer then kept at a 
cool 60º F for an invigorating Scandinavian plunge in 
colder months. Concierge service tends every dimension 
of your stay, even the wood for your private fireplace. 
hotelquintessence.com Ph
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